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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of undue length (157 words). The 
applicant is reminded that the length of the abstract should be 150 words or less. Correction 
is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Walker et al. 
(5,862,223). 

Regarding claim 1, Walker et al. discloses a method for using a computer to reward 
commentary comprising: 

(a) inputting commentary of a first user into the computer (col 25 line 20 to col 26 line 21 
and Fig 15); and 

(b) providing a payment from a second user to said first user (col 25 line 20 to col 26 line 
21 and Fig 15). 

Regarding claim 2, Walker et al. discloses the method of claim 1, in which (b) comprises: 
inputting into the computer a payment identifier specifying a financial account of the 
second user, wherein a payment is provided to said first user using the payment 
identifier of said second user (col 21, line 63 to col 22, line 65 and Figs 10-14). 

Regarding claim 3, Walker et al. discloses the method of claim 1, in which (a) comprises: 
inputting commentary into the computer with a keyboard (col 16, lines 1-12). 

Regarding claim 4, Walker et al. discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein said computer 
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is linked to the Internet (col 25 line 20 to col 26 line 21 and Fig 15). 

Regarding claim 5, Walker et al. discloses the method of claim 2, wherein said payment 
identifier is input using at least one other computer linked to the Internet (col 21 , line 63 
to col 22, line 65; col 24, lines 38-66 and Fig. 14). 

Regarding claim 6, Walker et al. discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the inputted 
commentary is posted on a web-page on the Internet. Walker et al. discloses requests 
being posted on web-pages (col 18 lines 31-46) and window messages to interact 
between the first user (expert) and the second user (end-user) (col 26, line 21 to col 27 
line 23). 

Regarding claim 7, Walker et al. discloses the method of claim 6, wherein said second 
user accesses the inputted commentary of said first user through said web-page. Walker 
et al. discloses requests being posted on web-pages (col 18 lines 31-46) and window 
messages to interact between the first user and the second user (col 26, line 21 to col 27 
line 23). 

Regarding claim 8, Walker et al. discloses the method of claim 2, wherein said financial 
account is a credit card account (col 21, line 63 to col 22, line 65). 

Regarding claim 9, Walker et al. discloses the method of claim 2, wherein said financial 
account is a bank account (col 21, line 63 to col 22, line 65 and col 24, lines 22-37). 

Regarding claim 10, Walker et al. discloses the method of claim 1, wherein (b) further 
comprises said second user purchasing pre-paid credits (col 22, lines 12-45 and col 23, 
lines 24-46). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Walker et al. discloses the method of claim 10, wherein said first 
user may only be provided with payment from said second user for said commentary if 
said first user has purchased pre-paid credits to reward commentary, and said first user 
has un-rewarded pre-paid credits (col 21, line 63 to col 24, line 24). 
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Regarding claim 12, Walker et al. discloses the method of claim 1 1, further comprising 
notifying the first user if said second user attempts to reward said first user's 
commentary, but is not able to do so because said first user does not have un-rewarded 
pre-paid credits (col 21 , line 63 to col 24, line 24). 

Regarding claim 13, Walker et al. discloses the method of claim 10, wherein said second 
user is notified when said second user's pre-paid credits have all been paid out (col 21, 
line 63 to col 24, line 24). 

Regarding claim 14, Walker et al. discloses the method of claim 1, in which (b) 
comprises: transferring payment from said second user to said first user. 

Regarding claim 15, Walker et al. discloses an apparatus for rewarding commentary, 
comprising: a storage device; and a processor connected to the storage device, wherein 
the processor is operative to receive commentary of a first user, and to provide a 
payment from a second user to said first user (col 13 line 7 to col 16 line 53). 

Regarding claim 16, Walker et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 15, in which the 
processor is operative to receive a payment identifier specifying a financial account of 
the second user, and to provide payment of said first user using the payment identifier of 
said second user (col 13 line 7 to col 16 line 53). 

Regarding claim 17, Walker et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 15, in which the 
processor is operative to receive commentary of said first user through a keyboard (col 
16, lines 1-12). 

Regarding claim 18, Walker et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 15, in which the 
processor is linked to the Internet (col 25 line 20 to col 26 line 21). 

Regarding claim 19, Walker et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 16, in which the 
payment identifier is received using one or more computers linked to the Internet (col 21, 
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line 63 to col 22, line 65 and col 24, lines 38-66col 25 line 20 to col 26 line 21). 

Regarding claim 20, Walker et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 15, wherein the 
received commentary is posted on a web-page on the Internet (col 18 lines 31-46 and 
col 26, line 21 to col 27 line 23). 

Regarding claim 21, Walker et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 20, wherein said 
second user accesses the received commentary of said first user through said web-page 
(col 18 lines 31-46 and col 26, line 21 to col 27 line 23). 

Regarding claim 22, Walker et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 16, wherein said 
financial account is a credit card account (col 21, line 63 to col 22, line 65). 

Regarding claim 23, Walker et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 16, wherein said 
financial account is a bank account (col 21, line 63 to col 22, line 65 and col 24, lines 22- 
37). 

Regarding claim 24, Walker et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 15, wherein said 
processor is further operative to allow said second user to purchase pre-paid credits (col 
22, lines 12-45 and col 23, lines 24-46). 

Regarding claim 25, Walker et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 24, wherein said first 
user may only be provided with payment from said second user for said commentary if 
said first user has purchased pre-paid credits to reward commentary, and said first user 
has un-rewarded pre-paid credits (col 21, line 63 to col 24, line 24). 

Regarding claim 26, Walker et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 25, further comprising 
notifying the first user if said second user attempts to reward said first user's 
commentary, but is not able to do so because said first user does not have un-rewarded 
pre-paid credits (col 21, line 63 to col 24, line 24). 

Regarding claim 27, Walker et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 24, wherein said 
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second user is notified when said second user's pre-paid credits have all been paid out 
(col 21 , line 63 to col 24, line 24). 

Regarding claim 28, Walker et al. discloses the apparatus of claim 15, wherein said 
payment of said first user is provided by transferring payment from said second user to 
said first user (col 21 , line 63 to col 24, line 24). 

Regarding claim 29, Walker et al. discloses a method for using a computer to reward 
commentary comprising: 

(a) inputting commentary of a first user into the computer (col 25 line 20 to col 26 line 
21); 

(b) inputting into the computer a payment identifier specifying a financial account of a 
second user (col 21, line 63 to col 24, line 24); 

(c) allotting pre-paid credits to said second user by charging said second user's financial 
account for use of said credits (col 21, line 63 to col 24, line 24); and 

(d) providing a payment to said first user using the pre-paid credits of said second user 
(col 21 , line 63 to col 24, line 24). 

Regarding claim 30, Walker et al. discloses the method of claim 29, further including the 
step of said second user accessing the commentary of said first user (col 25 line 20 to 
col 26 line 21). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

A. Gardner et al. (6,064,978) teaches a method and a system for regulating 
question and answer using a computer network. 

B. Nielsen (5,948,054) teaches a method and a system for exchanging 
information between users in a networked computer system. 

C. Lauffer (6,223,165) teaches a method and an apparatus to connect consumer 
and expert. 
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D. Brinkerhoff (6,963,848) teaches methods and a system of obtaining 



consumer reviews. 



E. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Tri V. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-6965. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). 
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